
Illinois Route 66 
Scenic Byway

100 Years & Beyond



Where it Began

Route 66, often called the "Mother Road," 
was established in 1926 as one of the original 
highways in the U.S. highway system. 

Stretching over 2,400 miles from Chicago to Santa 
Monica, it was designed to connect the rural 
Midwest with the bustling West Coast. Initially 
intended to facilitate commerce and travel, Route 
66 quickly became a symbol of freedom and 
adventure, embodying the spirit of American road 
trips and the pursuit of the American Dream.

Official Designation
Purpose and Development
Economic Impact
World War II Impact
Post-War Boom
Initial Conditions of the Road



Route 66 holds significant cultural, historical, and economic 
importances in American history. 

ÅCultural Icon

 

ÅEconomic Impact

ÅMigration and Change

 

ÅHistorical Preservation



The Development of the 
Interstate Highway System

¢ƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘΧ



¶ Bypassing Small Towns

¶ Decrease in Traffic on Route 66

¶ Standarization of Travel

¶ Shift in Travel Culture

¶ Decommissioning and 

Replacement

The development of the Interstate Highway 
System had a profound and lasting impact 
on Route 66, leading to its decline and 
eventual decommissioning.



The Decommissioning of U.S. Route 
66 was a gradual process that 

reflected the changing transportation 
landscape in the United States. 



ÅGradual Decommissioning (1960s-1985)

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ wƻǳǘŜ сс ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 
event but a process that unfolded over several 
decades:

Å1960s and 1970s 

Å1979

Å1984

ÅOfficial Decommissioning (1985)

On June 27, 1985, Route 66 was officially 
removed from the U.S. Highway System by the 
American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials.

ÅReasons for Decommissioning

The decommissioning was driven by several 
factors:

Å Interstate Efficiency

ÅMaintenance Costs 

ÅChanging Travel Culture



The Decommissioning Led to Legacy and Preservation Efforts

ÅRoute 66 Associations & Scenic Byways 

ÅHistoric Route 66 Designation

ÅCultural Renaissance



About Us

Å[ŀǘŜ мффлΩǎ ς Illinois Route 66 
Heritage Project formed ς 501 c 3 

Å 2005 ς Illinois Route 66 Scenic Byway

Å Promote & preserve economic 
development opportunities for 90+ 
communities

ÅMember based organization

Å Four Main Goals Guide the Byway



Å Support, Sustain, and Enhance Local Route 66 

Economies 

Å Increase the Probability of Illinois Route 66 

Remaining a Vibrant, Accessible, and 

Economically  Beneficial Resource for Future 
Generations 

Å Preserve Route 66 in Illinois and Enhance its 

Position as a Cornerstone of both State & 

National Heritage

Å Facilitate the Preservation of Route 66 History 

and Culture

As stewards of this iconic highway, we work closely with communities, governments, 
businesses, and the public to ensure that Route 66 remains a thriving part of American heritage. 

Our efforts focus on sustainable preservation, education, and community engagement.



Support, Sustain, and Enhance Local Route 66 Economies 



Increase the Probability of Illinois Route 66 Remaining a 
Vibrant, Accessible, and Economically  Beneficial 

Resource for Future Generations 



Preserve Route 66 in Illinois and Enhance its Position as a 
Cornerstone of both State & National Heritage 



Initiatives & 
Projects



¶ The Illinois State Fairgrounds Route 66 
Experience is an educational exhibit open 365 
days a year inside Gate 2 on the corner of 
Route 66 & Sangamon Avenue.

¶ The Experience, a self-guided tour, highlights 
businesses in 90 communities along Route 66 
in Illinois beginning in Chicago and ending at 
the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Madison, Illinois

¶ The desire to educate youth, bring back the 
road trip, and promote Illinois Route 66 
communities was the driving force behind this 
project

¶ The Illinois State Fairgrounds Route 66 
Experience was led by the Illinois Route 66 
Scenic Byway in coordination with Visit 
Springfield, Ace Sign Company, Illinois 
Department of Agriculture and Enjoy Illinois

¶ Funding was provided by two DCEO tourism 
grants. 





1996 ς IDOT Map

2025 ς IDOT Redesign w/Scenic Byway



Statewide
Sign Program

Statewide
Centennial

Signage



SAVE THE DATE

November 11, 2026

Conference & 100th Birthday Celebration



Support the 
Scenic Byway


