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Abstract: Throughout the 1970’s Dr. Robert Sterling, a history professor at Joliet Junior College, and his 

students conducted oral history interviews with Joliet area residents that were born in the late 1800s 

and early 1900s. The Dr. Robert Sterling Oral History Collection contains the transcriptions of interviews 

and accompanying photographs of the interviewees. 
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Citation: Item Description. MSS.26 Dr. Robert Sterling Oral History Collection, Joliet Area Historical 
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Background Information: 

History: Throughout the 1970’s Dr. Robert Sterling, a history professor at Joliet Junior College, and his 

students conducted oral history interviews with Joliet area residents that were born in the late 1800s 

and early 1900s. Sterling’s students interviewed residents from Joliet, Plainfield, Lockport, New Lenox, 

Morris, Coal City, Braidwood, Wilmington, Channahon and Dwight. Interviewees included teachers, 

police officers, firefighters, farmers, homemakers, doctors, and more. These interviews provide insight 

into life in Joliet and the surrounding area during the first half of the 20th century. 

Scope and Content Arrangement: The Dr. Robert Sterling Oral History Collection contains the 

transcriptions of interviews conducted by Dr. Robert Sterling and his students. Photographs of most of 

the interviewees are also included in the collection. All interviews were originally recorded, and typed 

transcriptions were completed at a later time. Recordings of all interviews are available but are stored 

separately in the collection for preservation purposes. 

Maintaining original order, all materials are organized alphabetically by last name of the interviewee. 

Related Materials: Audio recordings of interviews on reels. 



 

Content Listing: 

 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

 

Atkison, Harry J. Interview, 1973      1  1 

Atkison, Harry J. Photograph, 1973      2  1 

Bannon, Bernard J. Interview, 1977      3  1 

Bassett, Bess Interview, 1976       4  1 

Bassett, Bess Photograph, 1976       5  1 

Baskerville, Ruth Interview, 1975      6  1 

Blatt, Edward A. Interview, C. 1975      7  1 

Blatt, Edward A. Photograph, C. 1975      8  1 

Blood, Willard Interview, 1974       9  1 

Blood, Willard Photograph, 1974      10  1 

Bohler, Pat Interview, 1976       11  1 

Brockway, Worthy Laverne Interview, 1975     12  1 

Brockway, Worthy Laverne Photograph, 1975     13  1 

Brown, Mrs. Bert Interview, C. 1975      14  1 

Brown, Mrs. Bert Photograph, C. 1975      15  1 

Caneva, Ernest Interview, 1974       16  1 

Caneva, Ernest Photograph, 1974      17  1 

Carr, Austin Interview, C. 1975       18  1 

Cavanaugh, Thomas Interview, 1974      19  1 

Cavanaugh, Thomas Photograph, 1974      20  1 

Chully, James Interview, 1977       21  1 

Chully, James Photograph, 1977       22  1 

Clark, James Interview, 1974       23  1 

Class, Mrs. Fred Interview, 1974       24  1 

Class, Mrs. Fred Photograph, 1974      25  1 

Corp, Archibald Interview, 1972       26  1 

Corp, Archibald Photograph, 1972      27  1 

Cryer, Ray Interview, 1976       1  2 

Cryer, Ray Photograph, 1976       2  2 

Darin, John B. Interview, 1975       3  2 

Davey, Adele Interview, 1978       4  2 

Davey, Adele Photograph, 1978       5  2 

DeLaurenti, Peter Interview, 1977      6  2 

DeLaurenti, Peter Photograph, 1977      7  2 

Doerr, Harold and Della Interview, 1973      8  2 

Doerr, Harold and Della Photograph, 1973     9  2 

Dorn, Ruth Interview, 1973       10  2 



Dorsey, Jim Interview, 1975       11  2 

Dorsey, Jim Photograph, 1975       12  2 

Erickson, Edith Interview, 1974       13  2 

Erickson, Edith Photograph, 1974      14  2 

Farrell, John Interview, C. 1975       15  2 

Folkers, Herbert Interview, 1976      16  2 

Folkers, Herbert Photograph, 1976      17  2 

Francisco, Anthony Interview, 1976      18  2 

Francisco, Anthony Photograph, 1976      19  2 

Goodwin, Gladys Interview, 1975      20  2 

Goodwin, Gladys Photograph, 1975      21  2 

Hahney, Mr. L.C. Interview, 1974      22  2 

Hahney, Mr. L.C. Photograph, 1974      23  2 

Hamm, Russell V. Interview, C. 1975      24  2 

Hamm, Russell V. Photograph, C. 1975      25  2 

Hampshire, Ernest Interview, C. 1975      26  2 

Hanson, Edwin Interview, 1974       27  2 

Hanson, Edward J. Sr. Interview, 1974      1  3 

Hanson, Edward J. Sr. Photograph, 1974      2  3 

Harrison, Orman Interview, 1975      3  3 

Harrison, Orman Photograph, 1975      4  2 

Henker, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Interview, 1974     5  3 

Holston, Reverend Charles Interview, 1972     6  3 

Hornsby, Arthur Interview, 1974      7  3 

Hornsby, Arthur Photograph, 1974      8  3 

Horton, Margaret Interview, 1972      9  3 

Horton, Margaret Photograph, 1972      10  3 

Hulina, Joseph Interview, 1976       11  3 

Hulina, Joseph Photograph, 1976      12  3 

Johnson, Lucien B. and Helen M. Interview, 1976    13  3 

Johnson, Lucien B. and Helen M. Photograph, 1976    14  3 

Johnston, Ernest Interview, 1975      15  3 

Johnston, Ernest Photograph, 1975      16  3 

Joyce, Mildred Interview, C. 1975      17  3 

Joyce, Mildred Photograph, C. 1975      18  3 

Kindlespire, Roy Interview, 1975      19  3 

Kindlespire, Roy Photograph, 1975      20  3 

Kraus, Clinton Interview, C. 1975      21  3 

Kuhn, Mr. and Mrs. George Interview, 1976     22  3 

Kuhn, Mr. and Mrs. George Photograph, 1976     23  3 

Lang, Donald C. Interview, 1976       24  3 

Lang, Donald C. Photograph, 1976      25  3 

Leach, Lucille and Cecelia Follen Interview, 1975     26  3 

Little, James Interview, 1975       27  3 



Little, James Photograph, 1975       28  3 

Lucas, Dr. Nicholas Interview, 1973      29  3 

Mancuso, Catherine Interview, 1979      30  3 

Mancuso, Catherine Photograph, 1979      31  3 

Martin, Vera M. Interview, 1976       32  3 

Martin, Vera M. Photograph, 1976      33  3 

Mattei, Oscar Interview, 1974       1  4 

McDonald, Edward M. Interview, 1975      2  4 

McLuckie, Lucy Interview, C. 1975      3  4 

McLuckie, Lucy Photograph, C. 1975      4  4 

Merkel, Arline Interview, C. 1975      5  4 

Merkel, Arline Photograph, C. 1975      6  4 

Miller, Francis J. Interview, 1976      7  4 

Miller, Francis J. Photograph, 1976      8  4 

Norberg, Le Roy Interview, 1975      9  4 

North, William Interview, 1975       10  4 

North, William Photograph, 1975      11  4 

Orbesen, Ada Interview, 1974       12  4 

Orbesen, Ada Photograph, 1974       13  4 

Oughton, James Interview, 1975      14  4 

Oughton, James Photograph, 1975      15  4 

Parry, Edward Interview, C. 1975      16  4 

Peterson, Joseph Interview, 1973      17  4 

Peterson, Joseph Photograph, 1973      18  4 

Petro, George Interview, 1973       19  4 

Petro, George Photograph, 1973      20  4 

Pfaff, Walter Interview, 1976       21  4 

Pfaff, Walter Photograph, 1976       22  4 

Pick, Frank E. Interview, 1977       23  4 

Pick, Frank E. Photograph, 1977       24  4 

Reilly, Theresa Interview, 1976       25  4 

Reilly, Theresa Photograph, 1976      26  4 

Ross, Leslie M. Interview, 1975       27  4 

Ross, Leslie M. Photograph, 1975      28  4 

Schiek, Lester Interview, 1976       29  4 

Schiek, Lester Photograph, 1976       30  4 

Skinner, Ellen W. Interview, 1976      1  5 

Spangler, Alice Interview, 1973       2  5 

Spangler, Alice Photograph, 1973      3  5 

Stevens, Lester J. Interview, 1975      4  5 

Stevens, Lester J. Photograph, 1975      5  5 

Storm, Iola Interview, C. 1975       6  5 

Tomastick, Anna Interview, 1974      7  5 

Tomastick, Anna Photograph, 1974      8  5 



Vliet, Elmer Interview, C. 1975       9  5 

Weber, Robert C. Interview, 1976      10  5 

Weber, Robert C. Photograph, 1976      11  5 

Worst, Mrs. Raymond Interview, 1976      12  5 

Worst, Mrs. Raymond Photograph, 1976     13  5 

Zentarski, Joseph Interview, 1973      14  5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


