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Background Information: 

History:  

In 1968 Richard Lawson was arrested for possession of marijuana in Moline, Illinois and sentenced to a 

term of two to six years at Illinois State Penitentiary, Stateville Branch. He was assigned as an inmate 

photographer in the Bureau of Identification while incarcerated. One day Lawson discovered more than 

200 glass plate negatives documenting life at the nearby Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet Branch, the 

Woman’s Branch, Stateville Branch, and Menard Branch between 1880 and 1930. Two years later, 

Lawson was released and Illinois Department of Corrections granted him permission to take the glass 

plate negatives with him. In 1979, after taking a position as visiting assistant professor of photography at 

Southern Illinois University, Lawson received a grant from the Illinois Humanities Council to print the 

glass plate negatives and another grant in 1980 from the National Endowment for the Arts to organize a 

traveling exhibition with the prints: The Joliet Prison Photographs.  

Scope and Content Arrangement:  

The Richard Lawson Collection contains photographs, personal records, grant applications, proposals, 

and documents relating to the creation of the Joliet Prison Photographs exhibition. The collection has 



been arranged into 3 series by content separating the photographs developed from the glass plate 

negatives found at Stateville Penitentiary from the corresponding records. The series have further been 

arranged into sub-series separating the documents by document type and photographs by the 

corresponding Illinois State Penitentiary branch location. The third series contains oversized materials, 

including financial statements for grants and photographs from the collection that have been enlarged. 

These materials are housed in oversized storage drawer 5 located in the Curator’s Office. 

Series 1: Documents and Records, 1966-1993 

Sub-Series 1: Biographical, 1966-1982 

Sub-Series 2: Grants and Proposals. 1975-1980 

Sub-Series 3: Joliet Prison Photographs Exhibition, 1978-1993 

Sub-Series 4: Research 

 

Series 2: Photographs, C. 1880s-1930s, 1947-1970 

 Sub-Series 1: Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet Branch, C. 1880s-1930s 

 Sub-Series 2: Illinois State Penitentiary, Menard Branch, C. 1880s-1930s 

 Sub-Series 3: Illinois State Penitentiary, Stateville Branch, C. 1925 

 Sub-Series 4: Illinois State Penitentiary, Women’s Branch, C. 1900s 

 Subseries 5: Illinois State Penitentiary, Unknown Branch, C. 1880s-1930s, 1947-1970 

Series 3: Oversized Records, C. 1890-1925, 1979-1981 

 

Related Materials:  

Archival Collections: 

MSS.28 Illinois State Penitentiary Collection  

Joliet Slide Collection 

Content Listing: 

 

Series 1: Documents and Records, 1966-1993 

Location: CO.01.03 – CO.01.04 

Scope: This series contains documents and records relating to the life and work of Richard Lawson, 

specifically his work on the Joliet Prison Photographs exhibition. The series has been divided into four 

subseries based on the content of the records: Biographical, Grants and Proposals, Joliet Prison 

Photographs Exhibition, and Research. Of note are personal notes, newspaper articles and photographs 

from Lawson’s arrest in 1968. As well as a collection of research compiled by Lawson and utilized in the 

creation of the Joliet Prison Photographs exhibition.  

Sub-Series 1: Biographical, 1966-1982 



Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Military Records, 1966-1968       1  1 

Lawson Arrest Notes, 1968       2  1 

Lawson Arrest Photographs, 1968      3  1 

Newspaper Articles, 1968       4  1 

Parole Correspondence, 1969-1972      5  1 

Parole Agreement, 1970       6  1 

State of Illinois V. Richard Lawson, Appeal No. 42680, 1972   7  1 

Thesis, Source Material and Notes, 1975      8  1 

Student Art Exhibition Programs, 1975-1977     9  1 

Thesis, “A History of Color Photography with Emphasis on the Lippmann 

Interference Plates and the Lumiere Autochrome Plates,” 1976   10  1  

Diploma, University of Illinois, 1977      11  1 

Transcripts, 1977        12  1  

Photography Exhibitions, 1978-1979      13  1 

Resume and Curriculum Vitae, C. 1980s      14  1 

Marital Settlement Agreement, 1982      15  1 

Family History         16  1 

 

Sub-Series 2: Grants and Proposals, 1975-1980 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box 

Stateville Correctional Center Film Proposal, 1975    17  1 

National Endowment for the Arts, Photographer Fellowship, 1978  18  1 

Southern Illinois University, Special Research Grant, 1978   19  1 

Illinois Arts Council, 1978-1980       20  1 

Illinois Humanities Council Grant Application, 1979    21  1 

Illinois Humanities Council Grant Information, 1979    22  1 

Illinois Humanities Council Grant Financial Statements, 1979   1  2 

Illinois Humanities Council Additional Grant Records, 1979-1980   2  2 

National Endowment for the Arts Grant, 1979-1981    3  2 

Invoices and Reimbursement Requests, 1980     4  2 

 

Sub-Series 3: Joliet Prison Photographs Exhibition, 1978-1993 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Correspondence, 1978-1981, 1993      5  2 

Developing Glass Plate Negatives, Notes, 1979-1980    6  2 

Developing Glass Plate Negatives, Sample Prints, 1979-1980   7  2 

Exhibit Text Drafts, C. 1980       8  2 

“Joliet Prison Photographs” Exhibition Draft, C. 1980    9  2 

Design and Layout Documents, C. 1980s      10  2 

List of Glass Plate Negatives, C. 1980s      11  2 

Abstract of Research Proposal, 1981      12  2 



“Joliet Prison Photographs, 1890-1930,” Exhibit, 1981 (folder 1 of 3)  13  2 

“Joliet Prison Photographs, 1890-1930,” Exhibit, 1981 (folder 2 of 3)  14  2 

“Joliet Prison Photographs, 1890-1930,” Exhibit, 1981 (folder 3 of 3)  1  3 

Society for Photographic Education Conference, 1981    2  3 

News Release, 1981        3  3 

Publications, 1981-1982        4  3 

“Studies in Visual Communication,” Vol. 8 No. 4, Fall 1982 (folder 1 of 2)  5  3 

“Studies in Visual Communication,” Vol. 8 No. 4, Fall 1982 (folder 2 of 2)  6  3 

Scottsdale Festival of Fine Art, 1990      7  3 

 

Sub-Series 4: Research 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Governors of Illinois, 1818-1918       8  3 

“The History of Will County,” by William Le Baron, 1878    9  3 

Darring, James No. 3808 and Thompson, Moris No. 1809, Mittimus Files, 1880 10  3 

Brown, William No. 6161, Mittimus Files, 1887     11  3 

“Behind the Bars of Joliet,” by S.W. Wetmore, 1892    12  3 

McDonald, Patrick No. 51640, Mittimus Files, 1898    13  3 

Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet, 1900 1  4 

Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet, 1902 2  4 

The Illinois State Board of Prison Industries, 1903    3  4 

Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet, 1906 4  4 

Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet, 1908 5  4 

Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet, 1910 6  4 

Report of the Commissioners of the Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet, 1912 7  4 

Annual Reports of the State Board of Prison Industries, 1914   8  4 

Officers of the Illinois State Penitentiary, 1914     9  4 

“No Exit” and “The Files” by Jean-Paul Sartre, 1947    10  4 

“Warden Ragen of Joliet,” by Gladys A. Erickson, 1957    11  4 

Illinois State Penitentiary Joliet-Stateville Branch, 1962    12  4  

“An Early History of Alton, Illinois,” by Alfred Leavell, 1966   13  4 

Illinois Department of Corrections, First Annual Report, 1970   14  4 

“Joliet-Stateville Time”, 1970       15  4 

“Pathology of Imprisonment,” by Philip G. Zimbardo, 1972   16  4 

“The Human Cage: A Brief History of Prison Architecture,”  

by Norman Johnston, 1973       17  4 

“Corrections Magazine, Stateville: The Struggle for Control,” 1980  18  4 

Research and Notes, C. 1980s       1  5 

Sources, C. 1980s        2  5 

“The Roundhouse News,” Stateville Correctional Center, 1981   3  5 

Joliet Prison Photographs, Misc. Research     4  5 

“The Mechanization of the Image,” by Gerry Beegan    5  5 

Photography and Development Research     6  5 



The Prison System of Illinois       7  5 

 

 

Series 2: Photographs, C. 1880s-1930s, 1947-1970 

Location: CO.01.04 

Scope: This series contains prints developed by Richard Lawson from the glass plate negatives found at 

Stateville Penitentiary while Lawson was incarcerated in the 1970s. The photographs date from the 

1880s through the 1930s and include images of the Joliet Branch, Menard Branch, Stateville Branch and 

Women’s Branch of the Illinois State Penitentiary system. The prints were used as part of the Joliet 

Prison Photographs traveling exhibition. In creation of the exhibition Lawson experimented with 

development techniques for the prints and in turn there are several duplicates of each photograph. The 

original glass plate negatives removed from Stateville Penitentiary are housed at the Illinois State 

Archives. 

 

Subseries 1: Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet Branch, C. 1880s-1930s 

 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Administrative Offices and Living Quarters, C. 1880s-1930s   8  5 

Aerial and Exterior, C. 1880s-1930s      9  5 

Baseball         10  5 

Cellhouse Interiors, C. 1900s       11  5 

Deputy Warden William Walsh Memorial, 1918     12  5 

Employees, C. 1880s-1930s       13  5 

Factory Interiors, C. 1880s-1930s      14  5 

Fourth of July, C. 1900s        15  5 

Honor Band         16  5 

Hospital, C. 1900s        17  5 

Kitchens         18  5 

Library Interior, C. 1900s       19  5 

Negatives, C. 1880s-1930s       1  6 

Quarry          2  6 

S.W. Wetmore Collage        3  6 

Visitors Room         4  6 

 

Subseries 2: Illinois State Penitentiary, Menard Branch, C. 1880s-1930s 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Administrative Offices and Living Quarters, C. 1880s-1930s   5  6 

Aerial and Exterior, C. 1880s-1930s      6  6 

Baseball, C. 1880s-1930s       7  6 

Building Interiors, C. 1880s-1930s      8  6 

Honor Farm, C. 1880s-1930s       9  6 



Negatives, C. 1880s-1930s       10  6 

 

 

Subseries 3: Illinois State Penitentiary, Stateville Branch, C. 1925 

 
Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 
Construction, C. 1925        11  6 
Negatives, C. 1925        12  6 

 

Subseries 4: Illinois State Penitentiary, Women’s Branch, C. 1900s 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Aerial and Exterior, C. 1900s       13  6 

Cellhouse Interior, C. 1900s       14  6 

Kitchen, C. 1900s        15  6 

Negatives, C. 1900s        16  6 

 

Subseries 5: Illinois State Penitentiary, Unknown Branch, C. 1880s-1930s, 1947-1970 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Illinois State Penitentiary Catalog Photographs, C. 1900s    17  6 

Inmate Mugshots, C. 1900s, 1947-1970      18  6 

Misc. Photographs        19  6 

Negatives, C. 1880s – 1930s       20  6 

Weapons and Tools         21  6 

 

 

Series 3: Oversized Records, C. 1890-1925, 1979-1981 

Location: SR.OS.06 

 

Folder Title: 

Illinois Humanities Council Grant Financial Statements, 1979-1981 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Catalog Photograph (10x12 and 11x14), C. 1900s 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Employee Photographs (10x12 and 11x14), C. 1900s 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet Branch Photographs (10x12), C. 1890-1920 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet Branch Photographs (11x14), C. 1890-1920 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Menard Branch Photographs (11x14), C. 1900s 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Stateville Branch Photographs (11x14), C. 1925 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Unknown Branch Photographs (10x12 and 11x14), C. 1900s 

Illinois State Penitentiary, Women’s Branch Photographs (10x12 and 11x14), C. 1900s 


