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Separated Materials: None 

Citation: Item Description. MSS.41 Local Government Collection, Joliet Area Historical Museum. Box #, 

Folder #. Date Accessed. 

Restrictions: None 

Processed by: Kailee Lowry 

 

Background Information: 

History: In 1833, following the Black Hawk War, Charles Reed built a cabin along the west side of the Des 

Plaines River, what would be the present-day intersection of Jefferson and Bluff Streets. Reed and his 

family were the first to settle in what would become the boundaries of Joliet. The following year James 

B. Campbell purchased a parcel of land on the other side of the river and laid out the village of “Juliet,” 

incorporated into Cook County. By 1835 settlers of the area felt distant from the county seat of Chicago. 

A bill was introduced to create a new county in the southern area of Cook County where “Juliet” would 

be the county seat. On January 12th, 1836, the bill was approved and the new county was named “Will” 

as a memorial to Dr. Conrad Will, a legislator from southern Illinois.  

A financial panic struck in 1837 leaving the residents of “Juliet” regretting the decision to incorporate as 

a village. Local leaders urged the state to repeal the act of incorporation in 1841 and the village 

remained unincorporated for over ten years. During this time the name of the village changed from 

“Juliet” to Joliet, and the village began to see substantial growth. From the limestone quarries, mills and 

manufacturing, to the opening of the I&M canal in 1848, Joliet saw significant growth before 

reincorporating as the City of Joliet in 1852. 



Until this time the local government of the area functioned at the County, State and National levels. In 

June of 1852 the Illinois General Assembly passed the act to establish the City of Joliet and voters 

approved the new city charter in July. In the first election two councilmen were chosen from each of the 

five wards and Cornelius C. Van Horn was elected as the first mayor.  

Scope and Content Arrangement: The Local Government Collection contains campaign materials, 

blueprints, photographs, planning and development documents, and other records pertaining to the 

history of governance within the City of Joliet and the greater Will County area. The collection has been 

arranged into eight series by governing organization or the content of the materials. Series have been 

organized alphabetically.  

The collection contains several oversized materials. These records have been listed in Series 8 of the 

collection and are listed in the finding aid with their original series number as well. 

Series 1: Elected Officials and Campaigns, 1852-1991 

Series 2: Governance, 1858-1969 

Series 3: Joliet Park District, 1904-1980 

Series 4: Joliet Public Library, 1875-2005 

Series 5: Planning and Economic Development, 1921-1997 

Series 6: Post Office, 1879-1981 

Series 7: Police and Fire Department, 1852-2002 

Series 8: Oversized Materials 

 

Related Materials:  

Archival Collections 

MSS.03 Joliet Township High School Collection 

MSS.06 Joliet Public Schools Collection 

MSS.18 Joliet Area Clubs and Organizations 

MSS.13 Oakwood Cemetery Collection 

MSS.14 Joliet Postcard Collection 

MSS.20 Mayor Arthur Janke Collection 

MSS.31 Dr. Robert Sterling Photograph Collection 

MSS.32 John Whiteside Collection 

MSS.34 Joliet Herald News Photograph Collection 

MSS.36 Joliet Pageant of Progress Collection 

MSS.37 Richard J. Barr Papers 

Slide Collection 

Library Holdings 

Kelly, Robert. The City Charter and Revised Ordinances of the City of Joliet, Illinois. Joliet: News Steam 

Printing House, 1884. 

Revised Ordinances, Joliet, 1902. Joliet: City of Joliet, 1902. 

Code of Ordinances: City of Joliet Illinois, 1983. Joliet: City of Joliet, 1983. 



Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

171, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1897-1898. 

Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

203 – 205, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1903. 

Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

206, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1903-1904. 

Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

207, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1904. 

Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

214-217, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1905. 

Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

219, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1905-1906. 

Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

220-221, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1906. 

Reports of Cases at Law and in Chancery Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Illinois. Vol. 

247-148, Will County Circuit Court. Recorded by Issac Newton Phillips, 1910-1911. 

 

Content Listing: 

 

Series 1: Elected Officials and Campaigns, 1852-1991 

Location: CO.01.04 

Scope: The materials contained in this series include local and national rosters of elected officials, 

photographs, personal records specific to elected officials,  campaign advertisement materials, and 

additional records pertaining to the history of governance and elections in the City of Joliet and the 

larger Will County area. Materials in this series have been arranged chronologically, with undated 

materials organized alphabetically at the end. 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

 

Elected Officials of the City of Joliet, 1852-1991     1  1 

Notice to Republication Voters of Joliet, 1861     2  1 

Photograph – Marshall, Albert O., C. 1890s     3  1 

Marshall, Albert O. Letterhead, C. 1890s      4  1 

Program, Inauguration of State Officers Elect, 60th General Assembly, 1937 5  1 

Illinois Legislative Directory, 1949-1950      6  1 

Photograph – Mayor Berlinsky, C. 1960s      7  1 

Campaign Materials, Council Manager, 1963     8  1 

Berlinsky, Maurice Property Records, 1973     9  1 



Reference and Yearbook of Will County, 1973-1974    10  1 

Berlinsky, Maurice “Roasts” Program, 1975     11  1 

Will County Elected Officials, 1977      12  1 

Illinois Roster, 82nd General Assembly and the 97th Congress, 1981  13  1 

Illinois Roster, 83rd General Assembly and the 98th Congress, 1983  14  1 

Leineweber, Harry D. Induction, Investiture and Installation Ceremony, 1986 15  1 

O’Brien, George M., Program for Portrait Unveiling Ceremony, 1987  16  1 

Campaign Materials        17  1 

Campaign Materials, Board of Education      18  1 

Campaign Materials, Circuit Judge      19  1 

Campaign Materials, City of Joliet Commissioner     20  1 

Campaign Materials, Clerk of the Probate Court     21  1 

Campaign Materials, County Auditor      22  1 

Campaign Materials, County Board      23  1 

Campaign Materials, County Clerk      24  1 

Campaign Materials, Illinois State Representative    25  1 

Campaign Materials, Illinois State Senator     26  1 

Campaign Materials, Joliet City Council      27  1 

Campaign Materials, Mayor of Joliet      28  1 

Campaign Materials, Recorder of Deeds      29  1 

Campaign Materials, School Inspector      30  1 

Campaign Materials, Sheriff       31  1 

Campaign Materials, State’s Attorney      32  1 

Campaign Materials, State Central Committee Man    33  1 

Campaign Materials, Superintendent of Schools, Will County   34  1 

Campaign Materials, Town Clerk      35  1 

 

 

Series 2: Governance, 1858-1969 

Location: CO.01.04 

Scope: The materials contained in this series include correspondence, court ledgers, bond records, local 

ordinances, meeting minutes, photographs and additional records pertaining to the history of 

governance in the City of Joliet and the larger Will County area. Of note are photographs of each of the 

Will County Courthouses located within downtown Joliet. The first Will County Courthouse was 

constructed in Joliet in 1837, located on the town’s square on the east side of Chicago Street, acted as 

courthouse, four-cell jail, and sheriff’s residence. The second courthouse was constructed in 1848, but 

the original courthouse structure remained to be used as a jail. The second courthouse was constructed 

on the modern-day courthouse square located at the corner of Jefferson and Ottawa Streets.  

By 1884 Will County was ready for a new courthouse once again. The cornerstone of the third 

courthouse was laid on July 4th, 1884. The first floor of the courthouse held offices of the sheriff, 

surveyor, coroner, schools superintendent and probate court. The offices of the county treasurer, 

recorder, clerk and circuit court could be found on the second floor. The courtrooms were located on 

the third floor. In 1968 the third courthouse was demolished after a fourth courthouse was constructed 

on the same plot of land. The fourth courthouse, a brutalist concrete structure, remained in operation 



until it was demolished in 2023 after a fifth Will County Courthouse was constructed across Ottawa 

Street in 2017.  

Materials in this series have been arranged chronologically, with undated materials organized 

alphabetically at the end. 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Correspondence, 1858-1859       36  1 

Resolution #25, 1859        37  1 

Oath of Office Certificate, 1859       38  1 

Official Bonds, 1859        39  1 

Will County Clerk and Recorder Records, 1859     40  1 

Will County Court Ledger, 1862-1886      41  1 

Will County Collectors Office Records, 1869, 1872, 1911, 1923-1936  1  2 

Ordinance No. 1312: Proper Pronunciation of Joliet, 1895   2  2 

Photograph – Proposed Courthouse, C. 1900     3  2 

Will County Treasurer’s Office Records, 1905     4  2 

Ordinance No. 2538, 1912       5  2 

General Obligations Bonds, 1912-1960      6  2 

Will County Collectors Office Records – 403 Henderson Ave., 1915-1931  7  2 

Individual Income Tax Return Form, 1917, 1921, 1943    8  2 

“Illinois Law Made Plan” Compiled by Judge Elbert S. Smith, 1919  9  2 

Vehicle License and Registration, 1921-1947     10  2 

Maximum Rent Regulation No. 26 for Housing Accommodations, 1942  11  2 

City Council Meeting Minutes and Agenda, 1959     12  2 

Correspondence – Mayor Berlinsky and City Council, 1959   13  2 

Correspondence – Purchase of Parking Meters, 1959    14  2 

Ordinance No. 3607 Amendment, 1959      15  2 

Ordinance No. 3908 Amendment, 1959      16  2 

Ordinance No. 4099 Amendment, 1959      17  2 

Ordinance to Create a Board of Heating, 1959     18  2 

Ordinance Providing for Maximum Load Limits on Streets, 1959   19  2 

Ordinance Vacating a Portion of Plated Winthrop Ave., 1959   20  2 

Parking Commission Meeting Minutes, 1959     21  2 

Resolution and Agreement between City of Joliet and John W. Tilton  

Industries, 1959         22  2 

Urban Renewal Records, 1959       23  2 

Zoning Board Meeting Minutes, 1959      24  2 

Zoning Ordinance, 1960, 1972       25  2 

Will County Courthouse Groundbreaking Ceremony Program, 1965  26  2 

Board of Supervisors of Will County, Standing Committees, Rules and  

Regulations, 1969        27  2 

“The Will County Building” Courthouse Program. 1969    28  2 

Ad Hoc Bodies         29  2 

City of Joliet Department of Accounts and Finance Envelope   30  2 



Negatives – Will County Courthouse      31  2 

Photograph – Joliet Municipal Building      32  2 

Photograph – Will County Court House (1)     33  2 

Photograph – Will County Court House (2)     34  2 

Photograph – Will County Court House (3) (folder 1 of 2)    35  2 

Photograph – Will County Court House (3) (folder 2 of 2)    36  2 

Photograph – Will County Court House (4)     37  2 

Township Government        38  2 

 

Series 3: Joliet Park District, 1904-1980 

Location: CO.01.04. CO.02.01 

Scope: This series contains materials relating to the history and development of the Joliet Park District, 

including photographs, programs, and annual reports. Beginning in 1899 the City of Joliet purchased 

West Park (40 acres) and Highland Park (45 acres), marking the start of what would become the present 

day Joliet Park District. An additional 327 acres was given to the Park District by Robert Pilcher in 1920, 

establishing Pilcher Park. In July of 1922 the City of Joliet formally established the Joliet Park District. 

George Woodruff donated land to construct the Woodruff Golf Course located on Gougar Road in 1926, 

doubling the size of the course by 1927. That same year Richard and Mary Barr donated land that 

became the Bird Haven. Intended to be used as a bird sanctuary, the Bird Haven Greenhouse was 

erected on that site in 1929.  

In 1927, Charles and Margaret Nowell donated a 20-mile tract located at Mills Road and South Chicago 

Street to the Joliet park District becoming the site of Nowell Park. The Joliet Park District’s first 

swimming pool, Nowell Pool, opened at this park in 1929. 

In 1929, the City of Joliet purchased an additional 241 acres on Jefferson St, becoming the Inwood Golf 

Course. In 1950 part of this land was repurposed for the construction of Memorial Stadium. This area off 

of Jefferson continued to develop when the Inwood Ice Arena was constructed between the golf course 

and Memorial Stadium in 1959, again with the addition of the Inwood Sports Complex in 1991, and 

again in 2005 with the addition of the Inwood Athletic Club.  

Materials in this series have been arranged chronologically, with undated materials organized 

alphabetically at the end. 

 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Joliet Chautaugua Assembly, Rock Run  Park Program, 1904   39  2 

Annual Reports, 1924-1925       40  2 

Annual Reports, 1924-1929       1  3 

Articles of Agreement, Park Development, 1927-1930    2  3 

Dellwood Park, Dance Programs, c. 1930s     3  3 

Memorial Stadium Dedication Program, 1951     4  3 

Joliet Annual Conference Illinois Association of Park Districts and Illinois  

Recreation Association Program, 1960      5  3 



Midget Auto Racing, Memorial Stadium, Programs, 1966, 1979-1982  6  3 

All-City Football Spectacular, Memorial Stadium, Program, 1969   7  3 

50th Anniversary Air Show Program, 1980     8  3 

Highland Park Program        9  3 

“Know Your Parks” Brochure       10  3 

Photograph – Baseball and Softball      11  3 

Photograph – Basketball       12  3  

Photograph – Board and Employees      13  3  

Photograph – Choir        14  3 

Photograph – College Park       15  3 

Photograph – Dellwood Park       16  3 

Photograph – East Park        17  3 

Photograph – Hampton Park Recreation Area     18  3 

Photograph – Hartman Field Recreation Center     19  3 

Photograph – Heggie Park       20  3 

Photograph – Highland Park       21  3 

Photograph – Inwood Golf Course      22  3 

Photograph – Inwood Ice Rink       23  3 

Photograph – Inwood Picnic Grounds      24  3 

Photograph – Inwood Pool       25  3 

Photograph – Joliet Country Club      26  3 

Photograph – Memorial Stadium, 1950-1953     27  3 

Photograph – Nowell Park       28  3 

Photograph – Pilcher Park       1  4 

Photograph – Precisionettes       2  4 

Photograph – Programs and Activities      3  4 

Photograph – Soccer        4  4 

Photograph – West Park       5  4 

Photograph – Woodruff Golf Course      6  4 

Pilcher Park Programs and Brochures      7  4 

Preliminary Master Plan        8  4 

Rich-Lin Park Contest Card       9  4 

“To Robert Pilcher” and “The Commonplace” poems, compliments of J.A.  

Maxwell Caretaker of Pilcher Park      10  4 

Will County Forest Preserve Documents      11  4 

 

Series 4: Joliet Public Library, 1875-2005 

Location: CO.02.01 

Scope: This series contains programs, brochures, architectural renderings, photographs, and additional 

records pertaining to the history and operation of the Joliet Public Library. Beginning in 1875, the Joliet 

City Council established the Library and appointed the first Board of Directors. In 1902 the Board 

selected Daniel H. Burnham and Co. to design and construct the Joliet Public Library located on Ottawa 

St. in downtown Joliet. In 1989 the library was firebombed leaving the children’s area of the building 



severely damaged. Following the fire Joliet City Council approved a 49,000 square foot expansion and 

restoration project. The construction was completed and the expansion opened in 1991.  

With a population increase on the west side of Joliet, a need was realized for a second branch across the 

river. Construction began on the Black Road Branch in 2001, and the new facility opened to the public in 

November of 2002. 

Materials in this series have been arranged chronologically, with undated materials organized 

alphabetically at the end. 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Joliet Public Library: A Brief History, 1875-1992     12  4 

Decennial Survey, 1918        13  4 

Forty-Third Annual Report, 1918      14  4 

Campbell, George M. in Memoriam, 1923     15  4 

Library Cards, 1932, 1939, 1980       16  4 

Rules and Regulations for Operation of Library and By-Laws of Library  

Association, 1950        17  4 

Holiday Collection of Recipes, 1975      18  4 

Programs and Brochures, 1976-2003      19  4 

Architectural Renderings, Addition, 1991     20  4 

Black Road Branch, Construction, 2001-2003     21  4 

Photographs – Black Road Branch, 2001-2005     22  4 

Photographs – Ottawa Street Branch      23  4 

 

 

Series 5: Planning and Economic Development, 1921-1997 

Location: CO.02.01 

Scope: The materials contained in this series include city plans, local studies and assessments, 

neighborhood analysis, and additional records pertaining to the history of planning and economic 

growth in the City of Joliet and the larger Will County area. Materials in this series have been arranged 

chronologically, with undated materials organized alphabetically at the end. 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

City Plan of Joliet – City Plan Commission, 1921     24  4 

Master Plan, Joliet – Joliet Plan Commission, Vol. 1, 1959   25  4 

Master Plan, Joliet – Joliet Plan Commission, Vol. 2, 1959   26  4 

Our Local Governments: A Study of Local Governments in Will County, 1960 1  5 

Prospectus for the Continuing Comprehensive Transportation Planning Process 

for Joliet Urbanized Areas, 1962       2  5 

Neighborhood Analysis, Joliet – Plan Department, 1967    3  5 

Downtown Traffic Circulation Report – Department of Public Works, 1971 4  5 

Joliet Union Station Restoration and Adaptive Reuse Study, 1981  5  5 

Will County Economic Development Plan, 1984     6  5 



Development Plan: Joliet City Center, 1990     7  5 

Section 106 Documentation of Adverse Effect: 2nd Ave. Bride over Hickory  

Creek, 1997         8  5 

Section 106 Documentation of Adverse Effect: Bridge Replacements over  

Spring Creek, 1997        9  5 

Greater Joliet Plan – Action Program      10  5 

Locational Assessment and Action Plan: Maximizing the Economic  

Development Potential of Will County      11  5 

 

Series 6: Post Office, 1879-1981 

Location: CO.02.01 

Scope: This series contains financial records, correspondence, site planning reports, photographs and 

other records relating to the history of the Joliet Post Office. On March 3, 1899 Congress appropriated 

$100,000 for a new Post Office building in Joliet. Construction for the post office began in 1901 and 

concluded in 1903. Architect James Knox Taylor designed the building and contractor Adam Groth, of 

Joliet, oversaw the construction. The building was located between Steele Place on the north, Scott 

Street on the west and Clinton Street on the south. This site operated as the Joliet Post Office from 1903 

through 1981 when a new location was constructed on McDonough St.  

Prior to the construction of the Post Office building on Scott St., in 1896 the Joliet postal workers joined 

the organization, then known as the National Association of Post Office Clerks and later to be known as 

the United National Association of Post Office Clerks, as Branch No. 128. A secondary postal union group 

emerged in the early 1900s, the National Federation of Post Office Clerks, and quickly surpassed its 

predecessor. By 1918 the Joliet Post Office workers had left the United National Association of Post 

Office Clerks to join the new union group. Despite the existence of numerous postal unions, they 

generally existed as lobbying organizations with little to no bargaining rights. As a result, postal workers 

were consistently underpaid. It was not until the enactment of the Postal Reorganization Act (PRA) of 

1971 and the creation of the United States Postal Service that postal unions were allowed to bargain 

collectively for wages and better working conditions. Due largely to the enactment of the PRA, 5 of the 

largest postal unions, including the United National Association of Post Office Clerks and the National 

Federation of Post Office Clerks, combined in 1971 to form the American Postal Workers Union (APWU). 

After new rights were given to postal unions under the Act, APWU was founded to represent workers 

under one single labor organization and to create one bargaining entity. In July of 1971 the APWU 

granted a charter for the formation of a local union of the APWU in Joliet. 

Materials in this series have been arranged chronologically, with undated materials organized 

alphabetically at the end. 

 

Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

Financial Records of Stamps, Envelopes and Cards Sold, 1879   1  6  

Photograph - Land Purchased for Scott St. Post Office, 1899   2  6  

Land for Scott St. Post Office (negatives), 1899     3  6  



Scott St. Post Office Construction (negatives), 1901-1904   4  6 

Photograph - Architectural Details, 1901      5  6 

Photograph - Joliet Post Office Construction, 1902    6  6 

Scott St. Post Office (negatives), 1904      7  6 

Postmaster J.F. Quinn Banquet Program, 1915     8  6 

United States Civil Service Commission Exam Cards, 1917-1923 (1 of 3)  9  6 

United States Civil Service Commission Exam Cards, 1917-1923 (2 of 3)  10  6 

United States Civil Service Commission Exam Cards, 1917-1923 (3 of 3)  11  6 

Photograph - Remodeling and Extension Construction, 1923-1934  12  6 

Joliet Post Office Misc. Documents, 1938     13  6  

Photograph – Air Mail, 1952       14  6 

Photograph - Illinois Federation of Post Office Clerks Convention, 1952-53, 1959 15  6 

Illinois Federation of Post Office Clerks, Woman’s Auxiliary Convention    

Program, 1953-1955        16  6 

Correspondence, 1953-1955       17  6 

Photograph - Flag Pole, 1964       18  6 

Photograph - Carl H. Krause Postman, C. 1970s     19  6 

Photograph – Scott St. Post Office Interior/Exterior Damage, C. 1970s  20  6 

Site Planning Report, 1975       1  7 

Site Planning Report, Exhibits, 1975      2  7 

Site Planning Report, 1977       3  7 

Site Planning Report, Exhibits I to XX, 1977     4  7 

Site Planning Report, Exhibits XXI to XL, 1977      5  7 

Environmental Assessment, 1978      6  7 

Newspaper Clippings, C. 1980s       7  7 

McDonough St. Interior Negatives, C. 1980s     8  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives), 1980     9  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #2, 1980    10  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #3, 1980    11  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #4, 1980    12  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #5, 1980    13  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #6, 1980    14  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #8, 1980    15  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #9, 1980    16  7  

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #10, 1980    17  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #11, 1980    18  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #12, 1980    19  7  

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #13, 1980    20  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #14, 1980    21  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #15, 1980    22  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #16, 1980    23  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #17, 1980    24  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #18, 1980    25  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #19, 1980    26  7 



McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #20, 1980    27  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #21, 1980    28  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #22, 1980    29  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #23, 1980    30  7 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #24, 1980-1981   1  8 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #25, 1981    2  8 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #26, 1981    3  8 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #27, 1981    4  8 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #28, 1981    5  8 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #29, 1981    6  8 

McDonough St. Construction (negatives) Roll #30, 1981    7  8 

Photograph – McDonough St. Construction, 1981    8  8 

Photograph – McDonough St. Post office, C. 1982    9  8 

Photograph - Employee         10  8 

Photograph – Exterior        11  8 

Joliet Post Office Building History      12  8 

Joliet Post Office Misc. Photographs      13  8 

 

Series 7: Police and Fire Department, 1852-2002 

Location: CO.02.01 

Scope: This series contains annual reports, programs, agreements, photographs, and additional 

documents relating to the history of the Joliet Fire and Police Departments. 

In December of 1853 the Joliet City Council passed an ordinance organizing the Joliet Fire Department, 

previously a group of volunteers known as the “bucket brigade” would respond to fires around the city. 

In 1856 the city purchased two small hand-operated engines, one for American Company No. 1 located 

in Merchants Row on Bluff Street, and the second for Germania Company No. 2 located in a building on 

the public square. J.D. Paige served as the fire department chief for several years in the late 1800s, 

transforming the organization from a volunteer organization to a paid unit. It was not until the 1870s, 

almost 20 years after the founding of the department for volunteers to begin receiving an income.  

J.D. Paige also served as the chief of police during this time. Paige modernized the department by 

purchasing new uniforms, acquiring the first patrol wagon, and installing a telegraph system around 

Joliet which connected neighborhood patrol footmen to the central police station. After the City of Joliet 

incorporated in 1852 the city council appointed a city marshal and each of the five wards were 

permitted to elect their own constable. The county jail was located on Chicago Street across from the 

present day courthouse.  

Materials in this series have been arranged chronologically, with undated materials organized 

alphabetically at the end. 

 

 

 



Folder Title:         Folder #: Box #: 

 

Joliet Fire Department 150 Years of Dedicated Service, 1852-2002  14  8 

City of Joliet Fireman’s Certificate, 1858      15  8 

Dance Card, Joliet Fire Department 3rd Annual Ball, 1883    16  8 

Photograph – Police Officers and Employees, C.1900-1920, 1955-1971  17  8 

Photograph – Firefighters Headshots, C. 1900-1910    18  8 

Rules and Regulations for the Government of the Officers and Members of  

the Joliet Fire and Police Department, 1907, 1974    19  8 

Joliet Fireman’s Benevolent and Protective Association Program, 1928  20  8 

East Joliet Volunteer Fire Department Donation Card, 1940   21  8 

Photograph – Joliet Police Station, C. 1940, 2000    22  8 

Franck, Edward Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police Certificate, 1952  23  8 

Fire Station Dedication Programs, 1953, 1989, 1995    24  8 

Joliet Police Department Annual Report, 1971-1972, 1977-1978   25  8 

Collective Bargaining Agreement with the City of Joliet and Joliet Fire Officer  

Local 2369, 1987-1990        1  9 

East Joliet Fire Department 50th Anniversary Program, 1990   2  9 

Joliet Police Department Officer Trading Cards, C. 1990s    3  9 

Joliet Police Department Program, C. 1990s     4  9 

East Joliet Fire Department Contact Card     5  9 

Fire Department Cookbooks       6  9 

Photo Album Joliet Fire Department      7  9 

Photo Album Joliet Fire Department (Loose Photographs)   8  9 

Photograph – Demolition of Will County Jail     9  9 

Photograph – Fire Department Fighting Fires     10  9 

Photograph – Fire Fighters and Employees     11  9 

Photograph – Fire Stations and Equipment     12  9 

Photograph – Will County Jail and Sheriff Administration Office   13  9 

Will County Adult Detention Facility Program     14  9 

 

 

Series 8: Oversized  

Location: SR.OS.02, SR.OS.15, NR.OS.05 

Berlinsky – Barr Confrontation Poster     Series 1  SR.OS.02 

Campaign Documents, 1847, 1944     Series 1  SR.OS.02 

Campaign Posters       Series 1  SR.OS.02 

Newspaper Articles       Series 1  SR.OS.02 

Plat of Election Districts, 1929      Series 1  SR.OS.02 

Photograph – Board and Officials, Will County and Joliet   Series 1  SR.OS.02 

Bonds, 1846        Series 2  SR.OS.02 

Citizens Committee for a Desplaines Valley Sanitary District  Series 2  SR.OS.02 

Photograph – Will County Bench and Bar, 1938, 1958   Series 2  SR.OS.02 



State of Illinois 69th General Assembly, 1955    Series 2  SR.OS.02 

Will County Circuit Court Records, Immigration, 1845, 1876  Series 2  SR.OS.02 

New Park Lands Along Hickory Creek     Series 3  SR.OS.02 

Photographs – Parks       Series 3  SR.OS.02 

Poster, “The Last Stand at the Stadium,” 2009    Series 3  SR.OS.02 

Black Road Branch Library, Blueprints     Series 4  SR.OS.15 

Photograph – Library       Series 4  SR.OS.02 

J. Walter Lowrey Postmaster Nomination Certificate, 1935  Series 6  CO.OS.07 

National Federation of Post Office Clerk Charters, 1896-1971  Series 6  SR.OS.02 

Post Office Blueprints, McDonough     Series 6  SR.OS.15 

Post Office Blueprints, Scott St.      Series 6  SR.OS.15 

Post Office Newspapers, 1953      Series 6  NR.OS.05 

Photograph – Police and Fire Department    Series 7  SR.OS.02 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


